72       A STUDY IN CONSCIOUSNESS

During the first Round of the terrene Chain, the first set
of spiriHae of the physical plane atoms becomes thus vivified
by the life of the Monad flowing through the spiritual Triad.
This is the set of spiriHae used by the pranic, or life-breath,
currents affecting the dense part of the physica'i body.
Similarly in the second Round the second set of spiriHae
becomes active, and herein play the pranic currents con-
nected with the etheric double. During these two Rounds
nothing can be found, in connexion with any form, that can
be called sensations of pleasure and pain. During the third
Round, the third set of spirillas becomes vivified, and here
first appears what is called sensibility ; for through these
spirillas kamic or desire energy can affect the physical body,
the kamic prana can play in them, and thus bring the physic-
al into direct communication with the astral. During the
fourth Round, the fourth set of spirillas becomes vivified.
and the kama-manasic prana plays in them, and makes them
fit to be used for the building of a brain which is to act as
the instrument for thought.

When a person passes out of the normal, and takes up
the abnormal human evolution involved in preparing for and
entering the Path which lies beyond normal evolution, he
has then, in connexion with his permanent atoms, a task
of exceeding difficulty. He must vivify more sets of
spiriHae than are vivified in the humanity of his time. Four
sets are already at his service, as a fourth Round man. He
begins to vivify a fifth, and thus to bring into manifestation
the fifth Round atom while still working in a fourth Round
body. It is to this that allusion is made in some early Theo-
sophical books, in which " Fifth Rounders " and " Sixth